


How to Prepare Your Home 

for a Quick Sale 

Life may one day throw a surprise at you that requires you sell your house quickly. Such 

situations can include an impending foreclosure, loss of a job, divorce...just to name a few. 

Whatever the reason, the following tips are sure to make your home more appealing to a 

prospective buyer.  

The Price Must Be Right 

To sell your house quickly, you have to set a price that is attractive to buyers, not what you 

personally think it is worth. The best way to do this is to look for comparable houses in your 

neighborhood that sold fast. Find out how much they sold for and compare the price you've set 

for your home. If it is above what comparable houses sold for in your neighborhood, you need to 

take a deep breath and lower your price. The lower you are willing to go, the quicker your home 

will sell. 

The Role of Real Estate Agents 

While real estate agents are hardworking, respected professionals, selling your home does not 

require a license. As well, when you take the For Sale By Owner route, you'll avoid having to 

pay a costly commission leaving you with more negotiating room with your end buyer. So, 

selling your home shouldn't be difficult if you do the following: 

1. Set the price right 

2. Schedule regular showings 

3. Place your FOR SALE sign in a location that will bring the greatest visibility 

4. Practice your negotiating skills 

5. Team up with a local advertiser(s) to market your home 

6. Familiarize yourself with the documents associated with the selling process (e.g. Purchase and 

 Sale Agreement) 

7. Learn basic real estate terms 

Be honest and treat your buyer fairly.  

The Power of Cleanliness and Curb Appeal 

Whether you are selling a single-family dwelling, townhouse, condo, or apartment, there are 

universal tips to follow when it comes to making your home more appealing to a prospective 

buyer. Here are a few: 

1. Be sure your home is clean and relatively organized. Any brass should be polished, 

paint on doors in good condition, certain surfaces checked for fingerprints and paw marks, the 

carpeting free of stains, etc. 



2. Manicure your lawn. If your home is a single-family dwelling, be sure the grass is cut, 

leaves raked, plant beds mulched and weeded, etc. 

3. Don't ignore the hallways. If you live in a multi-family building, be sure the hallway to 

your home is clean...even if it is not your job! 

4. Be sure your home is uncluttered. This includes closets, cabinets, garages, and other 

storage areas. When these areas are “stuffed,” no amount of storage “shows” as adequate. As 

well, when really messy, no room looks charming. 

5. Make any repairs that are noticeably needed. Door handles and locks should fit well 

and firmly. Exterior doors should shut and lock solidly. Drains and downspouts should be firmly 

attached and clear of debris so water flows freely. Attached light fixtures should be firmly 

secured. All switches should turn on whatever they were designed to turn on: light, fan, disposal, 

etc. 

6. Conventional wisdom dictates your home should be “neutralized.” You can't 

really go wrong following this advice. You know the drill -- beige or soft gray carpet; beige, 

gray, or taupe walls; white or off-white woodwork and ceilings. Sometimes a very soft gold or 

sage green can also “read” as neutral. 

7. Check your decorating style. If you have a sure sense of decorating (you probably do if 

you enjoy making decorating decisions and/or family and friends frequently ask your advice on 

how to make their homes more beautiful), and plan, for example, to leave color-coordinated 

window treatments in place, you might want to keep the more definite color-scheme intact 

accepting that potential buyers with no imagination could possibly be put off by them and 

request a “redecorating allowance.” Still, undeniably tasteful and charming decorating that is not 

neutral may be attractive to some buyers. 

8. Cover dingy, dirty-looking carpeting. If your carpet is in poor condition, but you cannot 

afford to replace it, get several neutral samples in a mid-priced range from a local carpet store, 

spread them on the floor, and add a note stating that you will be glad to provide a carpet 

allowance from the proceeds of the settlement. 

9. Dark-colored homes show badly. Make sure lamps are on and all lampshades are 

straight with the seams facing a wall. There should also be as much natural light as possible, so 

make sure your curtains, shades, and/or blinds are open. 

In closing, buyers are looking for a home they can see themselves living in. Follow the above 

tips and you will position your home to sell quickly. Good luck! 
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